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MULTIPLE CHOICE ACTIVITY 
Read the following poem, “Mother to Son,” by Langston Hughes.  Identify the letter of the choice that 
best completes the statement or answers the question. The final three questions compare and contrast 
“Mother to Son” with Gabriela Mistral’s poem “Fear.” 
 
 Mother to Son 
  
 Well, son, I’ll tell you: 
 Life for me ain’t been no crystal stair, 
 It’s had tacks in it, 
 And splinters, 
(5) And boards torn up, 
 And places with no carpet on the floor— 
 Bare. 
 But all the time 
 I’se been a-climbin’ on 
(10) And reachin’ landin’s 
 And turnin’ corners, 
 And sometimes goin’ in the dark 
 Where there ain’t been no light. 
 So boy, don’t you turn back. 
(15) Don’t you set down on the steps 
 ’Cause you finds it’s kinder hard. 
 Don’t you fall now— 
 For I’se still goin’, honey, 
 I’se still climbin’, 
(20) And life for me ain’t been no crystal stair. 
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1.   The purpose of the colon in line 1 is to 
 

(A) end the sentence 
(B) establish the point of view 
(C) contrast the mother and the son 
(D) introduce the narrative of the poem 
(E) separate the first line from the second 
 

 

 2. The main device the poet uses to convey the 
mother’s journey through life is 

 
(A) simile 
(B) allusion 
(C) hyperbole 
(D) metaphor 
(E) personification 
 

 

 3. In this poem, the author contrasts “the dark” 
(line 12) with 

 
(A) “crystal” (line 2) 
(B) “splinters” (line 4) 
(C) “turnin’ corners” (line 11) 
(D) “kinder hard” (line 16) 
(E) “honey” (line 18) 
 

 

 4. The primary effect of using first person point of 
view in this poem is to 

 
(A) provide an objective and distant tone 
(B) involve the son in the mother’s life 
(C) highlight the mother’s advice to her son 
(D) engage the reader more fully in the mother’s 

experiences 
(E) show the difficult experiences the mother 

has lived through 
 

 

 5. The author emphasizes what the mother’s life 
has been like by using 

 
(A) irony 
(B) sarcasm 
(C) allusion 
(D) inversion 
(E) repetition 
 

 

  

6.  The images in lines 3-7 combine to create a 
sense of 

 
(A) bleakness and hardship 
(B) emptiness and sadness 
(C) violence and depression 
(D) acceptance and resignation 
(E) weariness and bitterness 
 

 

 7. The mother’s language in the poem is 
characterized by 
 
  I.  dialect 
 II. idioms 
III. concrete diction 
 
(A) I only 
(B) I and II only 
(C) I and III only 
(D) II and III only 
(E) I, II, and III 
 

 

 8. The sentence in lines 8-13 contains 
 
  I.  compound verbs 
 II. dependent clause 
III. infinitive phrase 
 
(A) I only 
(B) I and II only 
(C) I and III only 
(D) II and III only 
(E) I, II, and III 
 

 

 9. The sentences in lines 14 - 17 are  
 

(A) simple 
(B) compound 
(C) imperative 
(D) declarative 
(E) interrogative 
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10. The words “But” (line 8), “So” (line 14), and 
“For” (line 18) function as 

 
(A) development of suspense 
(B) introduction to archetypes 
(C) transitions between ideas 
(D) markers signaling conflict 
(E) details furthering the narrative 
 

 

 11. The mother possesses all these qualities 
EXCEPT 

 
(A) affection 
(B) humility 
(C) resentment 
(D) determination 
(E) experience 
 

 

 12. The words “tacks” (line 3), “splinters” (line 4), 
“boards” (line 5), and “places” (line 6) function 
as 

 
(A) direct objects 
(B) indirect objects 
(C) compound subjects 
(D) predicate adjectives 
(E) predicate nominatives 
 

 

 13. What is a theme found in this poem? 
 

(A) Sometimes a difficult life produces a 
defeated personality. 

(B) Weak people give up when faced with 
tremendous obstacles. 

(C) Children’s lives will usually be easier than 
their parents’ were. 

(D) When children mature, they do not need 
advice from their parents. 

(E) People should persist despite the hardships 
that life presents. 

 

 

  

14. The tone of this poem is 
 

(A) calm and meditative 
(B) dark and foreboding 
(C) heroic and archetypal 
(D) earnest and passionate 
(E) pitiful and discouraging 
 

 

 15. At the conclusion of the poem, the 
 

(A) mother rebukes her son 
(B) light overcomes the darkness 
(C) mother finally addresses her son 
(D) son vows to listen to his mother’s advice 
(E) mother shows her determination to keep 

struggling 
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MULTIPLE CHOICE ACTIVITY 
Read the following poem, “Fear,” written by Gabriela Mistral and translated by Doris Dana.  After you 
have read the poem, answer the three questions that compare and contrast it with “Mother to Son.” 
 
 Fear 
  
 I don’t want them to turn 
 my little girl into a swallow. 
 She would fly far away into the sky  
 and never fly again to my straw bed, 
5 or she would nest in the eaves 
 where I could not comb her hair. 
 I don’t want them to turn 
 my little girl into a swallow. 
 
 I don’t want them to make  
10 my little girl a princess. 
 In tiny golden slippers 
 how could she play on the meadow? 
 And when night came, no longer  
 would she sleep at my side. 
15 I don’t want them to make  
 my little girl a princess. 
 
 And even less do I want them 
 one day to make her queen. 
 They would put her on a throne 
20 where I could not go to see her. 
 And when nighttime came 
 I could never rock her… 
 I don’t want them to make  
 my little girl a queen. 

 
 



Comparison/Contrast Activity Grade 7—“Mother to Son” and “Fear” 
 

TEST CODE: 
002030

 
 

16. The tone of both “Mother to Son” and “Fear” 
is  
 
  I.  sincere 
 II. concerned 
III. emotional 
 
(A) I only 
(B) I and II only 
(C) II only 
(D) II and III only 
(E) I, II, and III 
 

 

 17. Both poems emphasize a mother’s hopes and 
wishes for her child through 

 
(A) hyperbole 
(B) verbal irony 
(C) inversion 
(D) situational irony 
(E) repetition 
 

 

 18. Element(s) both poems share are 
 
  I.  imperative sentences 
 II. lack of rhyme 
III. use of dialect 
 
(A) I only 
(B) II only 
(C) I and II only 
(D) I and III only 
(E) I, II, and III 
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